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Sunshine Tour  
Championships 

STABLING & CAMPING 
BOOKINGS 2026 

Wednesday 16th, Thursday 17th, Friday 18th &   
Saturday 19th September 
 

at ALL ENGLAND SHOWGROUND, HICKSTEAD  
                                                                                             West Sussex, RH17 5NU 
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Stabling & Camping Bookings  
Early bookings open online Friday 14th August, by post 

Sunday 16th August 
Early booking close online & by post Tuesday 18th August 

 

Late bookings available online & post from Wednesday 19th 
August to Wednesday 9th September  

 
Entries online: 

sunshinetour.co.uk/enter 
 

Entries by post: 
Download entry form from sunshinetour.co.uk/enter  

Post to: Sunshine Tour, Great Bookham Equestrian Centre, Dorking Road, Great 
Bookham, Surrey, KT23 4PZ 

 
Email: info@sunshinetour.co.uk 

Tel: 01372 451458 (from Tuesday before show 07904 898696) 

https://www.sunshinetour.co.uk/enter/
https://www.sunshinetour.co.uk/enter/
mailto:info@sunshinetour.co.uk
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Quick Links and Sources of Information 
Sunshine Tour website:  Show Information & FAQ page features useful details for all competitors on the run up to the show.  

    Enter page includes all the entry information and links to enter. 

    Rules & Restrictions page for full details of Sunshine Tour horse and competitor restrictions. 

Sunshine Tour Facebook:  Public Page  and  Sunshine Tour Group 2026  features all the latest news, information, FAQs and gossip! 

Sunshine Tour Instagram: Sunshinetourchampionships for all the latest notifications and media. 

 

Introduction 
 

Congratulations on qualifying for the Sunshine Tour Championship! We’re thrilled to be able to offer you the chance to compete at the 
iconic All England Jumping Course at Hickstead, a venue steeped in history and prestige. 
 

A big show, a big venue, lots of horses, friends, family, dogs, pushchairs and excited competitors - you get the picture! Arriving at 
Hickstead can feel very different from your local show, and for some people, camping at an event may be a whole new experience too. 
 

To help everything run as smoothly as possible, we’ve put together some handy guidance and useful tips for parking, camping and 
stabling. Please give it a read before you travel - it’ll make life much easier when you arrive. 
 

The organisers hope that all participants will help to foster a fair and enjoyable environment for everyone involved. Best of luck, and 
most importantly, have a fantastic time at the Sunshine Tour! 

SUNSHINE TOUR 2026 
STABLING & CAMPING 

Join our WhatsApp group to receive all the IMPORTANT 
show updates for Sunshine Tour 2026.  
 

Joining information released shortly before the show on Sunshine socials. 

Many thanks to our wonderful sponsors & supporters 
for their generous and enthusiastic support in helping make the Sunshine Tour Championships such a special experience for everyone! 

Please visit their website and Facebook pages to find fantastic products and services. 
 

Official Photographer 
                      Spidge Event Photography: On-site printing and available to purchase online at spidge.co.uk  

 

Official Merchandise 
Beewear: A full range of Sunshine Tour merchandise at the show and available to purchase online at beewear.co.uk 

Championship Sponsors 

AgriAero Leisure Shop RM1 Alvahorse 

Barkers Equestrian Liphook Equine Hospital Saracen Horse Feeds 

Birketts Little Hooves Ltd St Teresa’s Equestrian 

Bloomfields Horseboxes Mayes & Scrine Equine Vets Star Saddles 

Equi-Plaques Monarchy Equestrian Team Edwards Design 

Equipacs National Pony Society Team Holder 

EquiToes Nova Equine Vets The Pony Club 

Frosburys Equine Supplies Pony Creative Veteran Horse Society 

Horse & Rider Magazine Pony Magazine Welsh Pony Plaques 

Jake the Farrier Rosette Memory Cushions & Toys Zantalas 

https://www.sunshinetour.co.uk/show-information/
https://www.sunshinetour.co.uk/enter/
https://www.sunshinetour.co.uk/championships/rules/
https://www.facebook.com/sunshinetouruk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/thesunshinetourgroupuk
https://www.instagram.com/sunshinetourchampionships/
https://spidge.co.uk/
https://beewear.co.uk/
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PARKING AT HICKSTEAD 
 
HORSEBOX PARKING: Postcode RH17 5NU 
Our parking team probably has the hardest job at the whole show! Their mission is to keep thousands of vehicles organised, maintain safety 

access, keep traffic moving and somehow still keep everyone happy at the same time. We know arriving with horses can be stressful, 
especially during busy periods, so thank you in advance for your patience and cooperation. The parking team are there to help - even if 

they occasionally have to be a little strict! See last paragraph for car parking information.  

When You Arrive 
Please make sure you: 

• Have your horse’s passport ready for inspection. 

• Passes are issued on arrival. Fill in and display your parking pass clearly in your windscreen. 

• Drive slowly around the showground and parking areas.  

• Follow directions from the parking team. Even if you’re desperate to get settled, please go exactly where the parking team di rect you. 
 

ARRIVAL TIMES 

Please allow yourself plenty of time to get parked. During busy periods there may be queues, especially: 

• Wednesday evening; Friday late afternoon and evening; Weekend mornings. 
 

A little extra travel time and a calm approach makes a huge difference! 
 

Horsebox Arrival Wednesday: General admittance from 2.00pm. Early arrival: If you arrive before the official gate opening time of 2.00pm, 
you will be given the option to park in the waiting area (you cannot unload or book into your stables) OR pay an early access charge and 
be able to park and book into your stable. Early access charges: Arrival between 12.00pm and 2.00pm - £100; arrival between 
10.00am and 12.00pm - £200; arrival before 10.00am - no admittance. These measures are not implemented to charge you 

unnecessarily, but are needed to pay for additional staffing and to ensure safety. 

Horsebox Arrival Thursday to Sunday: 6am to 9pm.  

Out of Hours Horsebox Arrival: If you have a genuine emergency or unavoidable delay and expect to arrive outside these times, please 
contact the emergency number: 07904 898696. Please note: 

• This number is for genuine emergencies/unavoidable delays only. 

• Vehicles arriving outside admission hours without prior notice may not be allowed access. 

• Late arrivals can be difficult to manage safely, especially overnight. 
 

HOW THE PARKING AREAS WORK 
To keep things safe and organised: 

• Day parking is separate from overnight parking. 

• Electric hook-up areas are separate from non-electric areas. 

• Cars are parked separately from horseboxes, unless you’ve booked a camping space. 

• If you arrive early for overnight stabling, you may be directed to the daytime parking area until spaces become available after 5.00pm. 
 

PARKING WITH FRIENDS 
We know everyone wants to camp and park together, but this is only possible if you: 

• Arrive together in convoy. By “in convoy”, we really do mean together, not 10 minutes apart or “they’re just behind us”! 

• Have the same type of booking (day parking, overnight, electric hook-up). 

• Spaces cannot be reserved for later arrivals. 

• Stabling together is different, please see STABLING INFORMATION for details of how to book in stables together with friends. 
 

CARS ARRIVING 
 

Spectators, Friends & Family 
Please use the main Hickstead entrance off the A23: BN6 9NS 
 

Cars Accompanying Horseboxes 
Please use the horsebox entrance: RH17 5NU 
 

Cars cannot park in the horsebox parking area unless towing a trailer. Mixing cars and horseboxes causes congestion and creates safety 
problems, particularly when emergency access routes need to stay clear. There is a grooms’ car park located close to the horsebox parking, so 
cars are never too far away. You are not permitted to park next to horseboxes even for: 

• Quick unloading stops. 

• “Just five minutes”. 

• Re-parking later in the evening. 
 

Overnight Warning 
Cars found relocated in the night to lorry parking areas may be: 

• Towed away, immobilised and subject to recovery charges.  
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STABLING AT HICKSTEAD 
 

VACCINATION & PASSPORTS & HORSE IDENTIFICATION 

Passports must be presented to the Stable Manager when claiming your stable. Day competitors must have passports available for 

inspection on arrival or on demand by Security or Stewards in parking area. Not required at ringside unless requested.  

Vaccinations - ALL horses/ponies must have up-to-date annual influenza vaccination or have completed at least TWO initial vaccination 
injections. In either case, the last injection must not have been given after Thursday 10th September 2026. Failure to comply 
with vaccination rules may result in admission to showground being denied, with loss of entry fees. 

 

STABLE TYPE 

• Temporary - 3m x 3m. 

•   

• Barn stable - internal stabling with covered walkways and exclusive washdown area, 3m x 3m.  

 

OVERNIGHT STABLING BOOKINGS & PRICES  

Overnight Stable Bookings: Online at www.sunshinetour.co.uk from 14th August to 9th September; you will know immediately if your entry is 
successful. Post from 16h August to 9th September; download entry form at www.sunshinetour.co.uk co.uk; we recommend recorded 

delivery; there is an admin fee; you will not know if your booking is successful until confirmed by Sunshine Tour.  

• Booking Prices: Temporary £55.00/night; Brick £65.00/night; Barn £75.00/night. 

 

IMPORTANT NEW INFORMATION: We know that coordinating your stabling bookings with your class bookings is essential to the enjoyment 
of your weekend. This year we are trialling a system whereby you can secure your stabling requirement BEFORE your class bookings, 
with the flexibility to alter your stable bookings if you do not get all the classes that you desire. Please read the booking timelines below 

CAREFULLY to help you decide how to go about your stable bookings and the flexibility that you can or cannot apply and the costs. 

OVERNIGHT STABLING EARLY BOOKING FLEXIBILITY: Bookings from 14th to 18th August.  

• Full flexibility of booking - you can cancel or alter your booking if you submit your request via the online form by 19th August.      

Email alterations ARE NOT ACCEPTED. 

OVERNIGHT STABLING LATE BOOKINGS: Bookings from 19th August to 9th September.  

• Partial flexibility of booking - £5.00 admin fee is applied for alterations or cancellation of bookings. You must submit your request via 
the online form by 9th September. Email alterations/cancellations ARE NOT ACCEPTED. If your alteration is not possible, your admin 

fee will be refunded and you’ll be given the option to cancel or keep your original booking.  
 

DAYTIME STABLING & BOOKINGS 

Daytime Stables: Temporary stabling, subject to availability, £30.00/day. Bookings are only taken at the show (no pre-booking available) 

at the Stable Manager’s office, situated at top of the stable field. Day stable occupancy is from arrival until 5pm.  

 

STABLING TOGETHER  

Stabling is allocated on arrival. Although you cannot prebook stabling together, it is usually possible to stable with friends provided the first 

person in your group checks-in the whole group. This is subject to availability and at the discretion of the Stable Manager.  
 

STABLE OCCUPANCY TIMES 

Wednesday night booking: occupancy available from 2.00pm, check-out by 5.00pm on Thursday.                

Thursday - Saturday night bookings: occupancy from 6.00pm on night of booking, until 5.00pm the following day. All stables must be 

vacated by 8.00pm on Sunday.  

Thursday - Saturday Early Arrival: If you are arriving earlier in the day, you will park in day parking area until your stable is available. You 

might be able to occupy your stable earlier, ask Stable Manager on the day.  
 

CHECK-IN, CHECK-OUT & STABLE DEPOSITS  

Check-in with the stable manager on arrival. See notes on passports and vaccinations above. 

Stable Deposit: £20 cash deposit required per stable on arrival.  

To reclaim your deposit: You MUST retain your booking slip to reclaim your deposit.  NO BOOKING SLIP = NO DEPOSIT RETURN.  

• Thoroughly skip out your stable. Take a photo showing the stable condition and stable number. 

• Return your stable slip to the Stable Manager. No booking slip = no deposit return. 

• Deposits can only be reclaimed during the show. Deposits cannot be refunded after the show. 

• You may need to wait while stables are inspected before deposits are released. 
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STABLING AT HICKSTEAD continued 
 

STABLE CONDITIONS & BEDDING 

Stabling Condition: Hickstead stabling is used throughout the season. Your stable should be reasonably clean and in a fair but used 
condition when you arrive. Stables may completely cleared or be deep litter. If you choose to dig out a deep litter bed, you will need a 

considerable amount of bedding to re-bed the stable.  

Any issues MUST be reported immediately to the Stable Manager. If there is an issue, don’t just bunk into another stable – that stable is likely 

to be allocated to someone else. There is a phone number to contact the Stable Manager on your check-in slip, but at busy times they may not 

be able to answer all calls immediately. If you cannot contact them by phone, please go in person to the Stable Manager’s off ice.  

BEDDING, HAY, HAYLAGE & FEED 

Type of bedding: Paper, cardboard or straw bedding are not permitted. Woodchip, hemp & flax are permitted. Muck heaps are situated at the 

end of each stable block, you are required to bring your own tools, wheelbarrow and stable equipment.  

Buy or Bring: Bedding, hay & haylage: You can bring your own bedding, hay & haylage or pre-order (price per bale to be confirmed when 
entries open). Buyer is responsible for collection, we suggest you bring a wheelbarrow or trolley. Collection times may be limited to 
less busy times, usually afternoons. Late night collection may not be available, please bear this in mind if you are arriving in the 

evening. Limited amounts of bedding, hay and haylage may be available to buy on the day.  

NEW! Feed: You can pre-order via Frosburys Feeds www.frosburys.co.uk  Collection from Frosburys Equine Supplies Shop (at bottom of 

stable field) from Thursday - opening times to be confirmed when entries open. Not available for collection on Wednesday. 

https://www.frosburys.co.uk/
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CAMPING AT HICKSTEAD 

Camping at Hickstead is all part of the Sunshine Tour atmosphere - evenings with friends, horsey chats, laughs, cozy camping, shared dining 
and early morning coffee runs! We just ask everyone to follow a few important rules so the site stays safe and enjoyable for all. 
 

STAYING OVERNIGHT 

Camping Together: We know everyone wants to camp together with friends, but this is only possible if you: 

• Arrive together in convoy. By “in convoy”, we really do mean together, not 10 minutes apart or “they’re just behind us”! 

• Have the same type of booking (electric hook-up vs. non-electric hook-up). 

• Spaces cannot be reserved for later arrivals. 
 

Horsebox & Trailer: Staying in the horsebox/trailer used to transport your horses to the show is FREE!  

Additional Vehicles & Camping: Additional caravans, campervans, separate horseboxes, cars (with or without tent) and stand alone tents 

can be booked at £30.00/night . 

TENT SPACE - IMPORTANT 

Your vehicle parking slot includes 3m x 3m ‘soft’ camping space beside or behind your horsebox/trailer (as designated by the parking team). 

Soft camping can include a gazebo or tent, but not an additional vehicle, trailer or hard structure.  

If you require extra space, you’ll need to book a separate slot BUT you CANNOT book extra space next to a vehicle within electric hook-up 

parking. The spaces for electric hook-up are not flexible on size due to the need to reach all slots from the generator.  

NEW! GLAMPING: you can pre-book beautiful bell tent glamping with Tee & Toast. Options for unfurnished, furnished and luxury. Exclusive 

camping area near to showers and toilets. Book HERE or enquire at www.teeandtoastglamping.com/contact-us  

ELECTRIC HOOK-UP 

Bookings are valid from 6.00pm on day of booking until 5.00pm the following day, £48.00/period. Please bear in mind if you have items 
that must be kept cold, you will not be able to access electric hook-up early. Your booking is for ONE vehicle, trailer or tent and cannot 

be split between all your friends!!  

• Bookings with hook-up cannot park next to or near to non-electric parking spaces.  

• Your hook-up point may be distant from your parking space, so you are advised to bring at least two caravan style electric cables. 
 

 

FIRE SAFETY 

For everyone’s safety: 

• Open fires / BBQs are strictly prohibited. 

• Fire lanes must remain clear at all times. 

• Security patrols operate 24 hours a day and will respond quickly to any fire safety concerns. 
 

GENERATORS 

Generators are allowed, but please be considerate of your neighbours: 

• Avoid late-night noise. 

• Keep early morning use to a minimum. 

• Position generators safely away from tents and equipment. 
 

SHOWERS, TOILETS & FACILITIES 

• Permanent showers and toilets in the stable field. 

• Temporary toilets around parking areas. 

• Large refuse bins. 

• Elsan waste disposal point. 
 

Please help us keep facilities clean and pleasant for everyone. 
 

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR 

One of the best parts of the Sunshine Tour is the friendly atmosphere, so enjoy yourselves, invite friends over and have fun. Just remember: 

• Some people may be preparing for early competitions. 

• Noise must be reduced by 11.00pm. 
 

Please be respectful of nearby campers and families, A little consideration goes a very long way! 

https://www.teeandtoastglamping.com/sunshinetour?fbclid=IwY2xjawSA9q9leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFGTG9UZWNCSEJNdzhHZDV4c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHtLVix5OnuZTZ728ElCXSZtW3dk3ag2US7mxw4phOkVH8Qtt3Nef7pGk7Bn7_aem_wLFOBpWDwj1I3-FKlTs_DA
https://www.teeandtoastglamping.com/contact-us


 

8  



 

9  

ADDITIOANL CAMPING & STABLING INFORAMTION 

 

HELPFUL CAMPING TIPS 

Even after warm sunny days, nights at Hickstead can become surprisingly cold and damp.  

For Humans we recommend bringing: 

• Warm layers 

• Extra blankets 

• Waterproofs and wellies. Heavy dew in the mornings is very common — even in lovely weather! 

• A torch or head torch 

• Solar lights for around tents or horseboxes 

• Flip flops or crocs for the showers 

• A small first aid kit 
 

STABLING – WHAT TO BRING 

Temporary stabling works best when you come prepared. Useful items include: 

• Trolley for moving feed, hay, buckets etc. 

• Wheelbarrow & mucking out tools 

• Water buckets 

• Feed bowls 

• Haynets 

• Rugs of different weights. Temporary stables can feel colder than home, especially overnight, so extra rugs are always a good idea. 

• Torch or better still, a head torch 

• Waterproof clothing, gloves & wellies 
 

HORSE CARE & SERVICES and STABLE SUPPLIES 

We offer a great range of services to help you and your horse enjoy the show and enrich your horse ownership experience. Please visit our 

Horse care Area & Equine Supplies at the bottom of the Stable Field. Pre-booking for services is advised, see adverts for contact information. 

• Stable equipment from Frosburys Equine Supplies. You can also pre-order feed from Frosburys. 

• Showring preparation offered by Jade Claude Equestrian. Plaiting, quarter marks, show turnout and advice.   

• Nutrition advice from Saracen Horse Feeds & Frosburys Equine Supplies, Including the opportunity to have your horse weighed.  

• Equine massage provided by STC Equine Sports Massage. 

• Sheath cleaning by Southern Equine Sheath Cleaning. 

• Saddle fitting by Star Saddles (trade stand near Ring 5).  

• Farrier & vet on call - contact  Stable Manager (visit office at top of Stable Field) or phone Show Secretary 07743 378484.  
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Jade Cloude Equestrian  
I am delighted to offer official show groom services at the Sunshine Tour. I'm here to help in all aspects, from 
plaiting, quarter marks or just advice on how to turn out/show attire. Please don't hesitate to message me on 07983 
864223 to get booked in to avoid disappointment. Looking forward to meeting you all! 
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CATERING INFORMATION 

 

CATERING, DINING, FOOD & SUPPLIES 
We have a fantastic array of options for eating and enjoying your time staying at Hickstead! 
 

Stable Field 

• Early morning tea, coffee and breakfast snacks provided by Astore Catering. Open Thursday to Sunday from 6am until midday. 

• Evening pizza by Village Pizza Kitchen. Open Wednesday to Saturday from 5.00pm. 

• A small provisions shop in the bottom of the stable field.  
 

Showground 

• A variety of mobile catering options: everything from bacon sarnies, burger & chips, farm produced sausages, baked potatoes, noodle bar, 

to fresh coffee & pastries and ice creams. Open Thursday to Sunday from early to late. 

• Hickstead’s Clubhouse offers sit down meals and a licensed bar. Open evenings Wednesday to Saturday, daytimes Thursday to Sunday. 
 

Nearby (just on the opposite side of the A23 to the stable field entrance, a very short hop in a vehicle or a reasonable stroll). 

• Garage 

• Starbucks  

• Burger King 
 

SATURDAY NIGHT PARTY 

Join us for the Sunshine Sundowner party at the Clubhouse. Full details to be published nearer the show.  

 

      Official Photographers of the  
      Sunshine Tour Championships 2026 
 

        Offering prints, digital images and collages both 
        on-site and online 
 
        Reels also available at the Sunshine Tour   
        Championships to be pre-booked via our website 
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SHOWGROUND INFORMATION 

BRIDLE NUMBERS 

• Your horse, or the person leading or riding the horse MUST display a bridle number at all times whilst on the showground, even if you are        

leading or riding around the showground for familiarisation.   

• This does not apply to the stable field, the showground starts as you cross the bridge.  

• If leading, your horse must wear a bridle (youngstock can wear an appropriate halter). 
 

BICYCLES, SCOOTERS & MOBILITY VEHICLES:  

• ANYWHERE at Hickstead: Electric scooters are strictly forbidden. Persons found to be using a battery charged scooter will have the 

scooter impounded until departure.  

• Mobility vehicles and pushchairs are permitted on the showground.  

• Bicycles, personal scooters or other wheeled vehicles are not permitted on the showground. Pull-along trolleys are permitted.  

• Parking Fields at Hickstead: Mobility vehicles and pushchairs are permitted, but access is on a slope and parking is on grass, so may 

not be suitable for all types of mobility vehicle. Moving around the stable fields with bicycles is permitted, provided they are used in a horse 
friendly manner and do not cause nuisance to others. Personal electric scooters are FORBIDDEN. Road vehicles (cars/trucks) cannot 
be used to move around the stable field, once parked kindly remain in your slot until you leave.  

 

WARM UP & EXERCISE 

Warm Up Times: Wednesday: no access to warm-up arenas (you can ride/lead around the stable field area for exercise); Thursday - Sunday; 
7.00am until end of the day’s competition. Position of Warm Up Areas: See the map for the position of warm up areas. Sand warm up 
areas: strictly limited to competitors due to compete in the associated arena and limited to the next few competitors. Grass warm p 

areas: unlimited time available on grass warm up areas.  
 

SHOW SECRETARY TIMES  

Secretary & Show Office: Show days from 7.00am-7.00pm. Secretary’s phone number (show days only) 07743 378484. 

Official merchandise supplier at the  

Sunshine Tour UK 

www.beewear.co.uk 
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SUNSHINE TOUR CHAMPIONSHIPS 2026 

GENERAL RULES & CONDITIONS 

By entering a competition or attending the showground, you are deemed to have read and agreed to the General Rules & Conditions, and you agree 

that you will ensure that any party attending with you is made aware of these General Rules & Conditions and that they agree to be bound by them. 

At all times when engaging with the Sunshine Tour, whether in the process of making entries, communications, attending the show or discussing the 
show in any public forum including social media, entrants and competitors must act in good faith, in accordance with these rules, to promote the 
welfare of all horses attending the show and in the wider interests of the Sunshine Tour and that they must procure the agreement to do the same 

from any person who intends to attend the show with them. 

If any competitor, participant, owner or attendee is found to have breached any provision of these rules, the organisers shall be entitled, at their 

discretion, to:- 

a) Issue a written or verbal warning. 

b) Disqualify them from competition, whether or not the relevant class has taken place and issue an appropriate re-placing of any class. 

c) Withhold or reclaim prizes awarded. 

d) Refuse their entries or suspend their entries. 

e) Cancel or suspend their membership for any period of time. 

f) Prohibit them from entering the showground or ask them to leave showground immediately.  

g) Apply any other sanction as deemed as appropriate by the organisers. 

If any sanction is applied by the organisers which involves the disqualification, suspension or prohibition of a competitor, owner or horse, the relevant 
individual shall not be entitled to receive a refund of entry fees, membership costs or other expenses in any circumstances. There shall be no right of 

appeal. 

Welfare, Safety & Conduct 

1. The organisers of this events have taken all reasonable precautions to ensure the health and safety of everyone present. For these measures to 
be effective, everyone must themselves take all reasonable precautions to avoid/prevent accidents occurring and must obey the instructions of the 

organisers/stewards/security/judges/officials.  

2. The organisers, their representatives, agents, employees, directors or helpers shall not be liable for any injury, damage or loss suffered by owners, 
spectators, competitors, their horses, grooms, friends, vehicles or property however caused save that nothing in this clause will limit liability for 

anything which cannot legally be limited.  

3. The horses’ welfare is paramount, and the Sunshine Tour Show aspires to reflect best practice in the ethical training of all horses which compete 
on its Showgrounds. It is the responsibility of the owner / exhibitor to ensure that horses receive proper attention during their time on the showground 
and participation in competition. This embraces skilful equitation, effective equine husbandry, proper veterinary intervention, and adequate care at all 
times. All owners, competitors and other participants agree to observe high standards of equine welfare at all times when participating in the event 

and in particular to observe the British Equestrian Federation’s Charter for the Horse. 

4. Due consideration must be given for the animal’s age, experience & fitness when entering and competing. Owners of young/inexperienced animals 
should consider the impact of journey time, unfamiliar surroundings, size of the showground and rings and the demands of the competition when 
selecting number/type of classes to participate in. The organisers reserve the right to limit the number and type of classes entered if doubts exist 
about the horse’s welfare. Animals considered to be suffering from the demands of competition may be referred for veterinary assessment, withdrawn 

from further classes on one day or for the remainder of the competition.  

5. Mistreatment of any animals will not be tolerated, including use of force or misuse of equipment, by any person. Any whip, spur, bridle, boot or 
other equipment used anywhere on the showground must comply with the relevant discipline’s rule book and not be modified or misused. Animals 
deemed to be sick or lame may be referred for vet’s inspection and/or not be allowed to compete or be ridden on the showground. Use of the whip, 
spur or bit as a means of punishment or in any way which is liable to cause discomfort to a horse or pony is not permitted. Any practice that could 

cause physical or mental distress or suffering to a horse or pony will not be tolerated and will result in disciplinary sanctions. 

6. Participants, (or their parents/guardians if under 18 years), must consider themselves competent to complete the activity for which they are 
entering. It is not the responsibility of the organisers to decide if a competitor is competent or their mount is suitable for the class. If the judge deems 

any rider or horse to be unsuitable / incompatible / unsafe to participate they will be asked to leave immediately.  

7. All riders must be a suitable size and weight for the height/type of horse/pony for competition, warm up and exercise at any time on the 
showground. For guidance the rider should be no more than 20% of the horse’s body weight. If doubt exists, the organisers decision is final. Any rider 
reasonably deemed to weigh more than 20% of the body weight of the horse, may, at the discretion of the of the organisers, be asked to dismount 

and will not be permitted to continue to compete, and will forfeit their entry fee. 

8. A correctly fitting riding hat complying with current safety standards and safe footwear must be worn whilst mounted.  Protective head gear is 
advised for all handlers/leaders and compulsory for Junior Handler classes. Body protectors for riders are strongly recommended for show jumping 

and compulsory for eventers challenges. 

9. Vet, medic and farrier will be on-site during competition hours. Out of hours veterinary cover will be available, contact details will be available on 

site. All veterinary or farrier expenses must be paid direct to the vet/farrier in attendance.  

Continued on next page ………. 
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GENERAL RULES & CONDITIONS CONTINUED ….. 
  
10. All competitors and anyone accompanying a competitor in any capacity (family, child, friend, helper, instructor, driver etc!) are expected to 
support the spirit of the Sunshine Tour as a fun, fair and inclusive event. Any rude, argumentative or abusive behaviour in person or online, to other 
competitors, spectators, judges, officials or stewards will not be tolerated and could result in being banned from the showground immediately or 

future entries being barred. If you encounter a problem during the show, please contact security or show staff immediately.   

11. If you contravene any welfare or conduct rule that results in your right to compete being withdrawn, you will not be eligible for refunds.  

12. All competitors or owners must hold third party insurance which will provide coverage for any accident occurring in respect of their horse or 

pony. 

13. No competitor or owner must conduct themselves in a manner which could be considered as offensive or inappropriate. 

14. No competitor or owner shall knowingly or not, permit any horse or pony to compete at the Sunshine Tour under the influence of a prohibited 

substance. 

15. All participants of the Sunshine Tour agree to help in the protection of children or adults at risk by, amongst other things: - 

 a) respecting the rights, dignity and worth of everybody equally 

 b) recognising developmental needs and capacity of individuals 

 c) trying to avoid situations which could create risk or perception of risk to a child or an at risk adult  

 d) avoiding at all times making rude, suggestive or inappropriate comments in the presence of a child or an at risk adult or any form of 

 inappropriate or unnecessary touching of a child or at risk adult 

 e) avoiding the taking of unnecessary photography or videography of children or at risk adults and ensure that any video or photography 

 taken is stored securely and deleted when no longer needed 

Media & Communication 

1. Competitors and owners of horses/ponies competing at the Sunshine Tour agree to maintain their social media posts, comments and 

conversations in a fair and transparent manner.  

2. The organisers reserve the right to monitor, intercept and review any media post relating to the Sunshine Tour, your participation and experience 

of the event.  

3. Comments or posts about the Sunshine Tour should be clear that they represent a personal view and are not endorsed by the organiser. 

4. Comments, images or posts published or shared must not be damaging to the name or reputation of the Sunshine Tour or deemed to be 
abusive, derogatory, threatening, misleading, obscene, discriminatory, scandalous or offensive to any Sunshine Tour competitor, official or 
volunteer. Any comment or post about the Sunshine Tour must be visible to the Sunshine Tour administrator and may be challenged and required 
to be removed. Participants should act responsibly, in good faith and using sound judgment when using social media to promote a respectful and 
positive online environment for show participants. Participants should not engage in online disputes or in forums which target an individual or group 
critically. Participants should respect the privacy of other participants when posting on social media and shall not share any information which has 
been shared to them in confidence or which may be deemed as sensitive. The Sunshine Tour and its organisers may require a participant to 

remove or alter a post, thread, comment or other data which is found to be in breach of these rules, and further disciplinary action may be taken. 

5. Failure to maintain a reasonable and fair online communication about the Sunshine Tour may result in competitors’ entries being cancelled or 

future entries being barred. 

6. This event may be covered and featured by all types of media, including and not limited to journalists, reporters, television, radio and Sunshine 
Tour’s own social media and news reports. Photos and videos taken at the event may be transmitted, printed and used by media and Sunshine 

Tour for an unlimited period. Competitors who do not wish images to be used by media should state this with their entry.  

Eligibility & Entries 

1. To be eligible to compete in any championship class, entrants must have qualified in the current qualification period and recorded their 

qualification/s. The correct entry fee must be received to be eligible to compete/participate.  

2. Absolutely no substitutions of horse or rider are allowed in any championship class. 

3. It is the responsibility of the competitor (or parent/guardian if under 18 years) to check if they are eligible to compete and that they comply with 
the rules applied to every class entered. Competitors must comply with restrictions applicable to their class on the day of championship. Horse and 
rider combinations who are found to have given false or inaccurate information to the organisers of the show whether expressly or impliedly, 
including by being over-qualified, under-qualified or having given inaccurate information including concerning age, name or qualification codes or 
status of the horse or rider shall be liable to have their entire entries and/or membership cancelled with no right to receive a refund and may be 

subject to further disciplinary proceedings pursuant to these rules. 

4. The Sunshine Tour reserves the right to refuse an entry or refuse entry to the showground without having to state a reason.  

5. In the event of insufficient entries, classes may be combined and judged as one class. 

6. Riders who qualify for multiple levels of championship can compete in a maximum of 5 levels in show jumping, 3 levels in eventers challenge or 2 

consecutive levels in dressage. If you qualify for more levels, you must relinquish the lowest level/s.  
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7. Competitors must be 3 years old or over on the day of the championships, there’s no upper age limit. Horses/ponies must be 4 years old or over to 
compete in ridden classes. Age of a horse or pony is taken from 1 January in the current year. Stallions are welcome provided they are ridden/handled 
by an experienced person, displaying appropriate tail ribbons, are well behaved and not causing a nuisance or danger to other competitors or their 

horses. 

Refunds & Fees 

1. We reserve the right to alter any part or the whole of the schedule at any time. In the event of a class being cancelled, refunds will be issued.  

2. Withdrawals received up to the close of entries will be accepted and refunded. A reasonable admin fee may be deducted. 

3. Notice of withdrawal or cancellation of entries, stabling, camping and/or fodder must be received in writing to the Sunshine Tour office by email 
info@sunshinetour.co.uk or by letter to Sunshine Tour HQ. Text, Facebook, Messenger, WhatsApp messages or phone calls are not accepted as 

official withdrawal notification.  

4. Competitors applying for a refund after close of entries must submit evidence verified by a hospital, doctor or vet certificate. Only a doctor or vet can 
provide evidence for a medical withdrawal. Correspondence from farriers, physios or other health professionals is not accepted. Only acute and recent 
medical conditions, traumas or illnesses will be accepted in applications for any refund. Pre-existing or chronic conditions will not be accepted for the 

purposes of generating a refund. 

5. Refunds are considered on a case by case basis, within the following lime limits: From close of entries Period 1 - Wednesday 19th to Monday 24th 
August up to 75% refund; Period 2 - Tuesday 25th to Monday 31st August up to 50% refund; Period 3 – Tuesday 1st to Monday 7th September up to 
25% refund; Period 4 – Tuesday 8th September onwards no refund for any reason. Medical evidence to apply for a partial refund must be received by 

30th September following the current show. 

6. Bad weather - If weather or ground conditions are poor it is the responsibility of competitors to confirm that the event is running by checking website 
www.sunshinetour.co.uk on the evening before or on the morning of the competition.  Every effort will be made to re-schedule, but in the event of the 

competition being cancelled, entry fees minus administration charge will be returned to competitors. 

7. The organisers reserve the right, in their absolute discretion, to refuse an application or re-application for membership, qualification or entry, or to 
cancel a registration, qualification or entry save that no membership, qualification or entry will be refused in circumstances where it would be unlawful 

to do so. The organisers will not refuse participation in the Sunshine Tour due to a prospective participant’s protected characteristic.  

8. Competitors who fail to pay such fees as are due to the Sunshine Tour whether for entry, stabling or other costs agree that the Sunshine Tour can 

recover from them all reasonable costs and expenses (including legal fees) in recovering such sums due. 

9. All amendments or dispensations pursuant to these rules or any competition schedule must be confirmed in writing by an organiser of the show. The 
Sunshine Tour is committed to ensuring the principles of equality of opportunity for all participants. Participants who seek adjustments or 

accommodation in respect of any show rule or practice on account of a disability are encouraged to contact the show organisers ahead of the show. 

Competition Rules & Prizes  

1. Rules for guidance: Dressage: British Dressage; Show Jumping: British Showjumping; Showing: The Showing Register; Eventers: British Eventing & 
Sunshine Tour. All decisions are subject to Sunshine Tour rulings and might not reflect exact conditions of national rule books. In the case of any 
conflict of rules, the rules of the Sunshine Tour will take precedence. All competitors are deemed to have read, understood the rules of the relevant 

governing body. 

2. Dispensation for exception to rules must be ratified by the relevant society (BD, BS, BE), submitted with entry and presented to the secretary and 

steward on the day of competition, prior to competing.  

3. It is the competitors responsibility to compete in approved tack & clothing. Spot checks may be carried out to check for compliance with relevant 
rules (BD, BS, BE). Competitors found to be competing with ‘illegal’ tack may be disqualified even if they have already competed and will receive no 

refund of entry fees. 

4. Objections: Sunshine Tour uses expert judges, and their decision is to be respected. Any objections about the conduct of classes must be brought 
to the organiser’s attention within 60 minutes of the incident and we will make every effort to resolve problems. If we cannot resolve the problem and 
you wish to lodge a formal complaint and request further investigation, you should lodge your complaint on the day of competition in writing with the 

secretary and supported by a £50 deposit. 

5. Video evidence is not usually admissible to support a complaint. We will view video evidence as part of an investigation, but in the event of a 
discrepancy between the judge’s view and a video view, the judge’s must take priority.  The Sunshine Tour will convene a committee to determine a 

complaint, who will deliberate in private. There will be no right of appeal against the decision of that committee. 

6. Prizes stated in the schedule are subject to alteration or substitution. Prize winners may have their eligibility checked prior to prize collection and 

some prizes may require collection at a later date or incur postage costs. In the event of insufficient entries some prizes will be withheld.  

Showground Rules & Security 

1. Whilst on the showground, all horse/ponies must wear a bridle and display their correct competitor number. This applies at all times on the 

showground, even walking in-hand or exercise/familiarisation. You’re not required to display your competitor number in stable field or parking area. 

2. Horse passports must be brought to the showground. If you are travelling separately, the passport should be with the horse. Passports must be 

available for inspection upon arrival, at any time if requested by security or show staff in the parking area.  
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3. Horses/ponies must have an up-to-date annual equine influenza vaccination or have completed at least TWO initial vaccination injections. In either 

case, the last injection/booster must not be given less than 10 days before competition.  

4. Horse Walks: only walking allowed in the horse walk. No holding horses or stopping to chat with friends! No trotting or cantering.  

5. All dogs must be kept on a lead at all times. Owners who allow their dogs to run loose on the showground, stable area or parking areas will be 

required to remove them from the premises immediately.  

6. No access to Hickstead’s international arena including the surround and the Derby bank at any time, day or night, not even people on foot! 

7. Security are on duty 24 hours a day. Any incident should be reported to WH Security or Sunshine Tour show secretary or show director 

immediately. 24 hour contact 07904 898696 (only for emergencies between 9pm and 6am).   

8. Good conduct and reasonable behaviour is expected at all times. WH Security have the right to summon police/evict/detain persons deemed to be 
behaving in an unreasonable/abusive/dangerous manner. Any individual attending the showground who is found to have acted in an abusive or uncivil 
manner towards any member of the organisers staff or contractors will be liable to immediate removal from the showground and may be subject to 

further disciplinary measures pursuant to these rules. 

Bicycles, Scooters & Mobility Vehicles 

1. Electric scooters are strictly forbidden anywhere at Hickstead. Persons found to be using a battery charged scooter will have the scooter impounded 

until departure.  

2. Mobility vehicles, pushchairs and pull-along trolleys are permitted on the showground and in the stable field. Bicycles are permitted in the stable field 

but not on the showground.  

Stabling, Camping & Staying Overnight 

1. Competitors and their friends & family are permitted to stay overnight in their horsebox or trailer for free if their horse is being stabled at the 

showground. Additional vehicles for staying overnight, e.g. campervan, caravan, additional horsebox etc. will incur a charge per night. 

2. Good neighbour, good conduct and considerate noise levels are expected in the camping area. Noise should be kept to a minimum between 11pm 

and 6am. Campers found to be causing noise or nuisance to their neighbours may be evicted by security. 

3. No open fires. Small generators are permitted; only silent generators can be left on after 11pm and operated before 6am.  

4. On site toilets and showers are available. Do not empty caravan/lorry toilet contents into the public toilets, an Elsan point is provided.  

5. Dogs must be kept on a lead in stables and camping areas. If kept under control, dogs can be off lead in outside fields away from camping & 

stables. All dog mess must be bagged and disposed of in a bin. Dogs deemed to be causing a nuisance should be reported to WH security.  

6. Horse passports must be presented to the stable manager when claiming your stable. 

7.Cash deposit per stable is required upon arrival (see current Stabling schedule for details). Deposit will be returned on departure provided stable has 
been mucked out and your booking slip returned. Your stable may be inspected, or you may be asked to provide proof. If your stable is not mucked 

out when you arrive, inform the stable manager immediately.  

8. The amount of bedding left in stables by the previous occupant varies, some stables may be deep litter and under bedding may be damp in 

temporary stables. You are advised to bring or pre-purchase some bedding to freshen up / add depth to the bed. Shavings or flax bedding only. 

 

The organisers reserve the right to revise and amend these rules. 

 

 

Join our WhatsApp group to receive all the IMPORTANT 
show updates for Sunshine Tour 2026.  
 

Joining information released shortly before the show on Sunshine socials. 


